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Abstract

For ground based observations, depolarization of lidar backscatter indicates that the scattering particles are
non-spherical. This property provides a useful means to discriminate between ice particles (non-spherical) and
water droplets (spherical) in clouds. However, for space based lidar measurements, backscatter from spherical
water cloud particles is also depolarized due to multiple scattering. For the spaceborne lidar application, the
discrimination between water and ice is not straightforward.
An alternative method for water/ice discrimination that is less sensitive to multiple scattering is proposed

in this study. The new approach is based on the di>erences in P44 (an element of the scattering phase
matrix) at 180◦ scattering angle between spherical and non-spherical particles. By transmitting a circularly
polarized beam from the lidar and resolving the rotational sense of the polarization in the receiver, discrim-
ination between spherical and non-spherical scatterers can be accomplished even when multiple scattering
occurs. When the incident beam is left-hand-circularly polarized, the circular component of backscatter by
a non-spherical particle is weak and possibly left-handed, whereas backscatter by a spherical particle is sig-
niAcantly right-hand-circularly polarized. Monte Carlo simulations with full Stokes vector parameterizations
indicate that multiple scattering does not a>ect the rotational sense of the backscatter polarization, making
robust discrimination between spheres and non-spheres possible with this new circular polarization approach.
Published by Elsevier Science Ltd.

1. Introduction

Retrievals of optical thickness and e>ective particle size of a cloud from radiometric measurements
depend critically on assumptions on the shape of the cloud particles. If cloud particle
shape is unknown, uncertainties arise in the interpretation of the spectral and angular radiometric
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measurements. If, for instance, we know that cloud particles are spherical, we can select water cloud
refractive indices at all wavelengths and take advantage of spectral correlations. We can also deter-
mine the scattering phase functions. Knowledge of cloud particle shape information is also important
in making accurate cloud measurements with lidar. Cloud particle shape information is needed to
estimate the values of the extinction-to-backscatter ratio and multiple scattering factor used in the
retrieval of backscatter and extinction. In addition, there is a wide range of applications of optical
particle characterization in other Aelds which require knowledge of particle shape. Such applications
include medical imaging, environmental monitoring, and applications in the pharmaceutical industry.

In cloud remote sensing, particle shape is determined either directly or indirectly. The indirect
method assumes that spherical particles are water and non-spherical particles are ice. As the ab-
sorption and emission by water and ice are very di>erent in infrared and near-infrared wavelengths,
cloud phase (water or ice) can be estimated from the spectral signature of the cloud radiometric
measurements [1]. Direct methods use polarization characteristics as well as their angular and spec-
tral correlation patterns to separate spherical particles and various non-spherical particles [2–4]. The
Polarization and Directionality of Earth’s ReLectances (POLDER) instrument, with its multi-angle
view and dual polarization measurements, uses the spherical particle internal reLection (rainbow)
polarization characteristics to identify water clouds [5]. The space-based Cloud Aerosol Lidar and
Infrared PathAnder Satellite Observations (CALIPSO) [6] will identify spherical particles by analy-
sis of depolarized lidar backscatter signals [4,7–11]. Like all standard polarization-sensitive lidars,
the CALIPSO laser beam is linearly polarized. When clouds are optically thin and single scattering
dominates, the backscatter from spherical particles is not depolarized, making the perpendicularly
polarized component of backscatter very nearly zero. For randomly oriented non-spherical particles,
backscattering is highly depolarized.

Unlike ground-based lidar systems for which the targets are relatively close, the horizontal span of
the atmospheric volume imaged within the receiver Aeld of view (i.e., the “footprint”) of the space
based CALIPSO lidar is relatively large (around 90 m), making the likelihood of detecting multiply
scattered photons large for all but the most tenuous targets. The multiple scattered photons introduces
ambiguity in water/ice discrimination. For water (spherical) particles, multiple scattering, particularly
side scattering, causes depolarization. Thus, the backscattering signals from dense water clouds are
depolarized when higher order scattering dominates. As a result, the measured perpendicularly po-
larized backscatter signal is similar to that originated from ice clouds. For dense, non-absorbing
media, multiple scattering e>ects preclude the use of linear depolarization measurements to identify
particle spherocity. This paper presents an alternative means of discrimination with less sensitivity
to multiple scattering.

Whereas the previous approach relies on linear depolarization characteristics, this paper exploits the
di>erences in circularly polarized backscattering characteristics between spherical and non-spherical
particles. To take advantage of these di>erences, the transmitted laser beam must be circularly po-
larized, which can be easily achieved with a quarter-wave plate. The lidar receiver must be designed
to resolve the rotational sense of the incident polarization (i.e., either left- or right-handedness of the
backscattered light) and record both the total intensity and the direction of rotation of the circularly
polarized backscatter.

First, we demonstrate how such a system can be used distinguish between spherical and non-
spherical particles. We then analyze the sensitivity of the technique to multiple scattering by simu-
lating the scattering process with a full Stokes vector Monte Carlo code [7] developed speciAcally



Y.-X. Hu et al. / Journal of Quantitative Spectroscopy & Radiative Transfer 79–80 (2003) 757–764 759

for lidar applications. The sensitivity will be compared with previous CALIPSO studies concerning
the analysis of linear polarization returns.

2. Circular components: di�erences between spheres and non-spheres

For randomly oriented particles, the Stokes vector of single scattering properties between the
incident beam {I0; Q0; U0; V0} and the backscattered light ray {I; Q; U; V} is
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where Pij are the elements of the phase matrix [12,8]. Thus, for direct backscatter,
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The elements of the phase matrix for spherical particles are computed from Mie theory. The
particle sizes are assumed to conform to a Gamma distribution with a prescribed mode radius and
a 10% dispersion.

The improved geometric optics method (IGOM) [13] is used to calculate the scattering properties
of several types of ice crystals including aggregates, hexagonal columns and bullet rosettes. The
ray tracing technique is employed to calculate the near Aeld on particle surface, with inclusion of
complete phase information for the electric Aeld. Subsequently, a rigorous electromagnetic integral
equation is applied to map the near Aeld to far Aeld for calculation of single-scattering properties. The
procedures to deAne the three-dimensional geometry for the ice crystals and the surface roughness
have been reported previously [14].

2.1. Linear depolarization method for water/ice discrimination

For a standard linear-polarization-sensitive lidar, such as the CALIPSO lidar, the incident beam is
linearly polarized. The incident Stokes vector is I0{1; 1; 0; 0}. For direct backscatter (scattering angle
180◦), P12 =0, and, from Eq. (2), the Stokes vector for light directly backscattered into the receiver
is I{1; P22=P11; 0; 0}. For backscatter from spherical particles, P22 = P11. Thus I =Q, and the singly
scattered return is not depolarized. For non-spherical (e.g., ice) particles, P22 �= P11, and I �= Q, and
the singly scattered return is depolarized. Thus, for singly scattered returns, lidar measurements of
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Fig. 1. Di>erences between the ratio P44=P11 for water particles (spheres) and ice particles (aggregates, columns and bullet
rosettes).

the perpendicularly polarized backscatter (0.5 times the di>erence between I and Q) can be used to
determine whether the scattering particles are spherical or non-spherical.

2.2. Circular polarization method for water/ice discrimination

By placing a quarter-wave retarder in front of the laser, a linear polarized laser beam can be
converted into a circular polarized beam. Assuming now that the beam incident on the scatter is
circular polarized (Stokes vector I0{1; 0; 0; 1}), from Eq. (2) we see that the Stokes vector for light
directly backscattered into the receiver is I{1; 0; P34=P11; P44=P11}.

For spherical particles, Fig. 1 shows that P44=P11 is −1 at 180◦ (backscattering); however, the P44
elements of non-spherical particles vary with particle size, aspect ratio, particle surface texture (i.e.,
surface roughness condition), as is shown by the computations carried out by Mishchenko [15,16],
Yang and Liou [13,14], as well as experimental results [17]. For cirrus clouds, Mishchenko et al. [18]
articulated on the basis of various in situ measurements [19–22] that the phase functions for ice phase
clouds are usually featureless without pronounced halo features. One physical mechanism for this
featureless phase functions is the e>ect of ice particle surface roughness. For this reason, we assumed
moderate surface roughness [14] for ice crystals in the present single-scattering computation. Under
this assumption, P44 for non-spherical ice crystals is substantially di>erent from that of spheres, as
is evident from one example illustrated in Fig. 1.

The positive and negative sign of the circular polarization component indicate right-hand and
left-hand rotation directions, respectively. By measuring the magnitude as well as the rotation direc-
tion of the circularly polarized component of the backscattered light, we can discriminate between
spherical and non-spherical particles.

Detecting the circular polarization component of the backscattered light is straight-forward. Like
most lidars, the backscattered light is collected by a telescope and re-collimated downstream of the
Aeld stop. In the collimated beam downstream of the Aeld stop, a quarter wave plate is inserted
into the optical path. The quarter wave plate converts the circularly polarized light into light that is
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polarized at either 45◦ or 135◦ from a principal axis, depending on the direction of rotation of the
incident circular polarization. The quarter wave plate is followed by a polarizing beamsplitter oriented
to separate the linear polarization components (i.e., orientated at 45◦ to one of the principal axes
of the quarter wave plate). Separate detectors measure the two linearly polarized beams emanating
from the polarizing beam splitter. The di>erence between the two signals determines the rotation
direction of the incident circularly polarized light and the sum determines the magnitude of the total
backscatter signal.

3. Multiple scattering: comparisons of linear and circular approaches

For media dominated by single scattering, such as optically thin media and absorbing media, it is
possible to use either the linear or circular depolarization technique to discriminate between spherical
and non-spherical particles. For a non-absorbing scattering medium which is optically thick, the
polarization state of the backscattered light becomes much more complicated. We employed Monte
Carlo simulations with full Stokes vector parameterization to investigate the polarization state of
multiply scattered light.

The statistical concept of our Monte Carlo scheme [7] is similar to the ray tracing technique.
Various noise reduction methods [23,24] are applied to speed up the convergence of the scheme.
Instead of tracing each photon to determine its path through the medium, analytic estimates are
made at every scattering event to determine the probability that the photon will enter the lidar
receiver without further interaction (absorption or scattering) with the medium [7]. Di>erent from
scalar Monte Carlo radiative transfer methods, the Stokes vector Monte Carlo scheme traces the full
polarization state, providing greater accuracy at the expense of computation time.

The multiple scattering contribution to the total backscatter increases with increasing receiver
Aeld of view angle (FOV) and distance between the receiver and the target. For the Monte Carlo
simulations, the CALIPSO orbit altitude is assumed to be 705 km and the lidar FOV is set to
0:13 mrad. The medium is assumed to be 1 km thick and results were computed at various values
of extinction coeTcient.

Figs. 2–4 are the multiple scattering e>ects on backscatter polarization derived from Monte Carlo
simulations. Fig. 2 shows that column integrated backscatter from spherical particles depolarizes
when the scattering media becomes more dense. The depolarization ratios for spherical particles
can be as large as 50%. The depolarization ratios are not as large as those for certain types of
randomly oriented non-spherical particles with similar backscattering intensities. Considering that
there are oriented plates in ice clouds, for which the linear depolarization ratio is small, it takes only
a small amount of oriented plates to reduce the depolarization ratios of ice clouds signiAcantly to
the levels where we can no longer distinguish between dense water clouds and ice clouds. Thus, the
combination of multiple scattering and the possible presence of oriented plates reduces the conAdence
level of cloud phase (water/ice) discrimination using the linear depolarization technique.

The circular polarization method for water/ice discrimination is less sensitive to multiple scattering.
Fig. 3 shows that the circular depolarization components of the backscatter have di>erent signs for
spherical and non-spherical particles, regardless of the magnitude of the extinction coeTcient. Fig.
4 shows that for a semi-inAnite layer of non-absorbing scattering particles within an absorbing
media, the circular polarization components between spherical and non-spherical particles always
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Fig. 2. Impact of multiple scattering on linear depolariza-
tion and water/ice discrimination: depolarization of wa-
ter cloud backscatter (column integrated) increase with
increasing extinction coeTcient as a result of increased
multiple scattering.

Fig. 3. Impact of multiple scattering on circular po-
larization and discrimination between spherical and
non-spherical scatterers as a function of extinction co-
eTcient: circular component V for spherical particles is
always negative, while V for non-spherical particles are
mostly positive.
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Fig. 4. Impact of multiple scattering on circular polarization and discrimination between spherical non-spherical scatterers
for semi-inAnite layer with varying absorption.

have di>erent sign, regardless of the magnitude of the absorption. The results shown in Figs. 3
and 4 show that there is little ambiguity in the discrimination between spherical and non-spherical
particles using the circulation polarization technique, even for optically thick media where multiple
scattering is signiAcant.

Comparing with measuring linear components, deciding the circulation polarization rotation direc-
tion requires less e>ort than accurately estimating the magnitude of linear polarization components.
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4. Summary

One of the most common techniques for distinguishing between spherical and non-spherical parti-
cles involves measuring the linear polarization components of backscatter, using a linearly polarized
laser beam as the source. For spherical particles, the backscattered light is not depolarized (I−Q=0),
whereas for non-spherical particles, the backscattered light is depolarized (I − Q¿ 0). This tech-
nique works well when the backscatter is dominated by single scattering, but leads to ambiguity
when multiple scattering dominates.

This study outlines an alternative technique. based on measuring circular polarization components
of backscatter, using a circularly polarized beam as the source. It is easy to convert a linearly
polarized laser beam into circularly polarized light with a quarter-wave retarder. The circularly
polarized component of light backscattered by spherical particles rotates in the opposite direction
to that of the circularized laser beam. For non-spherical particles, the direction of rotation remains
the same as that of the laser beam. The advantage of using measurements of the rotating direction
of circular polarization components over linear depolarization measurements is that discrimination
between spherical and non-spherical scatterers is possible for both single and multiple scattered
photons.

Simulations with a full Stokes vector Monte Carlo radiative transfer model were performed to
quantitatively assess the impact of multiple scattering on the e>ectiveness of the two techniques for
discrimination between spherical and non-spherical scatterers. The contribution of multiple scattering
to the total return increases with extinction coeTcient, particle single scattering albedo, receiver Aeld
of view, and range to the target. For spaceborne lidars, the range to the target is very large, making
the multiply scattered component of the backscatter signiAcant for clouds and the discrimination of
cloud phase ambiguous using the standard linear polarization technique.

The new technique based on the measurement of circularly polarized backscatter is a more e>ective
method for discrimination between spherical and non-spherical particles even when multiple scattering
occurs.

Acknowledgements

This study was supported by NASA CRYSTAL-FACE project. We would like to thank the anony-
mous reviewers for their suggestions.

References

[1] Baum B, Soulen P, Strabala K, King M, Ackerman S, Menzel P, Yang P. J Geophys Res 2000;105:11781–92.
[2] Pitter M, Hopcraft K, Jakeman E, Walker J. JQSRT 1999;63:433–44.
[3] Kolokolova L, Jockers K, Gustafson B, Lichtenberg G. J Geophys Res 2001;106:10113–27.
[4] Mishchenko MI, Hovenier JW. Optics Lett 1995;20:1356–8.
[5] Goloub P, Herman M, Chepfer H, Riedi J, Brogniez G, Couvert P, Seze G. J Geophys Res 2000;105:14747–59.
[6] Winker D, Wielicki B. Sensors systems and next-generation satellites III. Proc SPIE 1999;3870:26–36.
[7] Hu Y, Winker D, Yang P, Baum BA, Poole L, Vann L. JQSRT 2001;70:569–79.
[8] Mishchenko MI, Sassen K. Geophys Res Lett 1998;25:309–12.



764 Y.-X. Hu et al. / Journal of Quantitative Spectroscopy & Radiative Transfer 79–80 (2003) 757–764

[9] Reichardt J, Hess M, Macke A. Appl Opt 2000;39:1895–910.
[10] Sassen K. Bull Amer Meteor Soc 1991;72:1848–66.
[11] Sassen K. Light scattering by nonspherical particles. New York: Academic Press, 1999. p. 393–416.
[12] Hovenier J, Mackowski D. Astron Astrophys 1983;128:1–16.
[13] Yang P, Liou KN. Appl Opt 1996;35:6568–84.
[14] Yang P, Liou KN. Contr Atmos Phys/Beitr Phys Atmos 1998;71:223–48.
[15] Mishchenko MI. Appl Opt 1993;32:4652–66.
[16] Mishchenko MI, Travis LD, Lacis AA. Light scattering by nonspherical particles. New York: Academic Press, 1999.

p. 309–22.
[17] Volten H, Numoz O, Rol E, de Haan J, Vassen W, Hovenier J, Muinonen K, Nousianen T. J Geophys Res

2001;106:17375–401.
[18] Mishchenko MI, Rossow WB, Macke A, Lacis A. J Geophys Res 1996;102:16973–85.
[19] Foot JS. Q J R Meteor Soc 1988;114:145–64.
[20] Francis PN. J Atmos Sci 1995;52:1142–54.
[21] Gayet JF, Crepel O, Fournol JF. Proceedings of the Conference on Cloud Physics, 1995. p. 26–30.
[22] Posse P, von Hoyningen-Huene W. Beitr Phys Atmos 1995;68:359–66.
[23] Kunkel K, Shipley S. J Atmos Sci 1976;33:1772–81.
[24] Winker D, Poole L. Appl Phys B 1995;60:341–4.


	Discriminating between spherical and non-spherical scatterers with lidar using circular polarization: a theoretical study
	Introduction
	Circular components: differences between spheres and non-spheres
	Linear depolarization method for water/ice discrimination
	Circular polarization method for water/ice discrimination

	Multiple scattering: comparisons of linear and circular approaches
	Summary
	Acknowledgements
	References


